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Saw the World in a Flame, and among the reſt, have thrown in my Bucket to quench it : 
Indeed I ave been ſomething in baſte ,, but where there i Fire in the caſe, this muſt net 


be called a Fault, but a Duty : But I hope I have not made ſo much haſte, or been ſo ill guided, 


as to miſtake with ſome, and to fill my Bucket with Oyl inſtead of Water. 


PH} afſare thee 1 


drewit from a very Charitable Fountain, . and 4m none of thoſe that have either Reſpet+ to 
Per ſons or Parties : But I think_] need not make my Excuſe for the enſuing Diſcourſe, for 
that would be ts Apologize for doing my Duty, All that I ſhall deſire of thee 1s, That before 
thou begin to read, thou lay aſide all thoſe Common Enemies to Truth and Peace, viz, Paſſion, 


Prejudice, Partiality, &C. or elſe we ſhall both of us loſe our Labours. 
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ELIGION {I will not fay the True 
Religion ) as men manage it, is be- 
come the grievance and burden of the 
Nation, and is the proper Province of 
the State to take it into conſideration : 


* When the M2/jjas was born, the Holy Angels An- 


<2 


them was, Glo, co God in the Higheſt, Peace on 
Earth, Good Will towards Men ; but ill men, and 
the Devil together, have ordered things fo, that the 
ſame is inverted, and may now be faid, D:ſhonour 
to God on High, Confuſion on karth, Il Will towards 
Men: The truth is, men have been ſo madly extra- 
vagant, in the things they call Religion, and have 
made ſuch tumults and ſtirs in this World about the 


+ things of another, that notwithſtanding I contend 
7 earneſtly for a| Toleration, as the only remedy to 
\ heal them, yet 'tis not for a Toleration te do miſ- 


chief ; and I can willingly ſubſcribe, after all I ſhall 
ſay in behalf thereof, that no ſort or party of men 
ſhould be indulged in any of their Religions or Per- 
ſwaſions, of what denomination ſoever, but thoſe 
that are ready and willing to give .the State ſecurity 
for their Good Behaviour, and Peaceable Living, 
Now the concern of Religion is to make mca hap- 


Py here, as well as hereafter; and after al! men's 
' . talk, has but two Parts, To lave whe Lord our God 


, 
, 


tate of Reconcllers, to have blows for my pains. 


—  —— — 


with al our Hearts, &c. And our Neighbour as 
our [eives ; But men have been ſo mad, that they 
have almoſt vacated both, by over zealouſly and in- 
diſcreetly endeavouring to perform the firſt ; and 
have thought they could not lcve God enough, un- 
les they hated and deſtroyed their Neighbour : That 
theſe things are but too true, all Chiiffencom by 
fad Experience can atteſt, and in particular, this un- 
happy Nation ; which like a Ship at Sea, has been 
long a finking: The Captain indeed labours to fave 
her,, having found out her leaks, aud call to his men 
for affiſtance 3 but they [like madmen, every"one 
endeavour to ſecure fomething of her Cargae, nct 
conſfideriugthat when the Ship is gone, all is gone 5 
and inftea of aſlifting, do unreaſonably oppoſe him : 
So that he maſt ſave them againſt their Wills, or they 
will inevitably periſh. 

* Indeed it is a lamentable thing to conſider, that 
that ſame Religion which was given by Heaven on 
purpoſe to the Sons of Men to make them happy, 
thould by an unhappy concurrence of evil Accidents, 
wake them miſerable; and I think to find out thoſe 
evil Accidents, 'tis the duty of every Man, eſpecially 
of every Chriſtian; and therefore I will lay down my 
Obſervations thereof, altho' I meet with the common 


/ "Then Firſt, I take notice men make afalſeCalcu- 
” lation cf the Differences and Diflentions. of men in, 
{ points of Religion, and cal] them criminal, when 
they are not; and endeavour to reconcile theny, when 


*tis impoſiibleg and pat too great a valge en Agree=- 


ments, that is, when men do the ſame'things toge- 
ther; not regarding ſo much, the Truth, Unity and 
Sincerity of ttieir Minds, as the Company, Preſence 
and Congregation of their Bodies in one Place, and 
performing a thing after the ſame mapner. - 


All the World will acknowledge with me, that . 
ary to be- 


what is impodiibte to be done, is not 
- done. Now as long as men have variety of Princi- 
ples, ſeveral Educations, Conſtitutions, Tempers, Di- 
ftempers, Hopes, Fears, Deg: ees of Light, and De- 
grees of Underſtanding, ſeveral Capacities, Offices 
and Implouyments; 'tis impoflible, ( and therefore 
not neccflary ) they ſhould be all of one Mind : 
And therefore he taar attemprs it, does like him that 


claps his Shoulder to the Gioand to ſtop an Earth- - 


quake ; that would ſtop the courſe of the Sun, ſtem 


the raging Ocean, or pull down the Pillars of the - 


. Earth; 'Tis foohth therefore to with it or expect it, 
and they that endeavour it, do but vex and trouble 
the World ; and thinking to procure, they but ſpoil 
all its Harmony, which conſifts in fo great variety 
of Diſcords. 

It has been ſaid by a learned Prelate, that in the 
hkrge interval of fixteen hundred and odd years, fo 
- much juggling hath paſſed in Chriſtendom,# That 
the Obſcurity of ſome Queſtions, the nicety of ſome 
Articles, the intricacy of ſome Reveations, the va- 
reety of Humane Underſtandings, the windings of 
Lopick, the tricks of Adper/aries, the ſubtilty of 
Sophiſters, the ingagement of Educations, perſonal 
Afﬀetions, the portentous number of Writers, the 


snfinity of Authorities, the vaſtneſs of jome Argu= 


ments, as conſiſting an the Enumeration of many 
Particulars, the uncertainty of others, the ſeveral 
degrees of Probabilities, the difficulty of Scriptures, 
the invalidiiy of Probation of Tradition, the oppo= 
Sition of all exterior Arguments to each other, and 
abetr open Conteſtation, the publick violence done to 
Authors and Records, the private Arts and Suf- 
Flantings, the faiſifyings and ind:fatigable Þndr!ſtry 
of ſome to abuſe all Vnderſtandings, and all Perſwa- 
ions into their own Opinions : Theſes and a thou- 
fand more, even alli the difficulties of Things, all the 
wealneſſes of Man, and all the Arts of the Devil, 
bave made it impoſſible for any man in ſo great va- 
riety of matter not to be deceivd; And lay I too, 
have made it equally impoflible for men to agree, 
or be all of One Mzrnd. | 
It hath been made plainly- appear, that Rites and 
- Ceremonies, that ſuch and ſuch Veſtments, ſuch and 
fach Officers or Miniſters, ſuch Diſcipline, Gevern= 


—_— 


not of abſolute Nece//:ty to Men's Salvation, nor be- 
long to the Being or Efſence. of God's Church ; [but 


+ og1 all | to mgencies and: 

rgeades, to be retaind or difallawed, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of Places or Nations, or as they 
are made plainly to appear to miniſter to-the Ends 


, of Peace and Charity, for the Edification of God's 


Church, and not Deſtruction. 


_ » - Andthat, the efſential ayd fundamental qualifica- 


tions that make a man a Chriftian; and a true Mem« 
ber of Jeſus Chrift,are Holineſs, Purity, Piety,,Cha- 
rity, Belief in God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and our Warrant herein, is what St. Pau/ 
told the Romans, Thi #« the Word of Faith which 
we Preach, That sf thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
mouth the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and believe with thine 
Heart that God hath raiſed him from the dad, thow 
ſhalt bes ſaved ; as alſo St. Fohn, For every Spirit 
that confeſſes that Jeſus Chriſt us come in the fleſh, 
# of God; God diwelleth in him, and he in God: So 
that ſuch a belief, with fincere and hearty endea= 
vours to pleaſe God according to the beft Notices a 
man *can get, will ſecure a man his Salvation z if it 
will not, there is no Salvati:n to be had at all. 

Now the beft Notices we can get, and only Rule 
to direct our Lives and Actions, are the Books of 
the Old and New Teſtament, wherein are tranſ- 
mitted the Tranſactions of Heaven with the-Sons of 
Men, and are of an ineſtimable value, teaching all 
things - fully that relate to God or Men, as to the 
Nature and Worſhip of the one, or the Duty and 
Salvation of the other. Now that men can under- 
ftand theſe Books, is a thing without all controver= 
fie; ( and only diſpnted by them whoſe intereſt it 
is they ſhould not, ) I mean men of ordinary and 


mean Capacities; for if not, to what end were they- ! 


wrote? Or why to them direfted ? And why are 
all commanded to read and fearch them, if they were: 
not capable to underſtand.them 2 And how can fuch 
men who deny it, be able to vindicate the Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, or Jaſtice of A!mighty God, in deliver- 
ing his Creatures a Rule to wa!k* by, and exact a 


_ due conformity thereto, if they were not capable to 


underſtand it 2 No certainly, the Good God, as ke 
has condeſcended to give his Creatures a Rule, ſohe 
has calculated this Rule to all their Capacities, and 
ſo adapted"the one for theother, that they have the 
greateſt reafon in the World to Adore and Admire 
his Wiſdem and Goodnefs for the fame. 

F will allow that: ſome can better underſtand them 
than others, and that they are not cqually under- 
ſtood of ail, becauſe of the difference of. men's Ca- 
- pacities and Acquirements, and hecaufe they ſhould 
hays a dependance, and be: behiolding to oneanother, 
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ment, or way of Adminiſtration, fuch - Places or 
+ Times,” &c. eNerſy to iniqefferent 


Nature; and. 
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which miniſters to Charity.; but then nothing is more 
certain than that all men of the meaneſt Capacities, 
may undeeftandthem fufficient,;and enough for Sal- 


vation, 'if they. come. with a fincereaffeCtion of being 


inſtructed, and of finding out; Truth; otherwiſe they 
would not anſwer the end for which they were de- 
figned : Some things indeed the deepeſt Heads can- 
not reach, and others, the weakeſt Underſtandings 
can hardly poſſibly miſtake, and thoſe too, are all 


of the greateſt importance. 


= v ww | |} 


If only one-(ort of men were able to underftand 


F them, as ſome would have it, we ſhould have had 


notice from Heaven» who thoſe ſhould be, and how 
qualificd, and that in ſuch; plain CharaCters, that it 


{ ſhould not be polfible we ſhould nriſtake ; but there 


is no ſuch thing. | And if any fort of men claim this 
Arcanum abwe others, 'tis an attront to the Under- 
ftandings of all the reſt, and their Words ought not 
to be taken in their own (Tafe. , And indeed, 'tis a 
thing too great to be truſted with any one fort of 
men :/ Some indeed will only have Learned Men. ca 
pable of underſtanding them, but then if this ſhould 
be, what alamentable caſe the World would be in ? 
Truth would there. a precariors thing, and we fhould 
have no more of |it than theſe Learned Men pleaſe, 
and if they ſhovid be byafled, corrupted, or be diſho- 
neſt, what muſt the other three parts of the World 
do 2 Mutt they lie at their Mercy, and their Salva- 


'] tion depend on their Honeſty > No, God forbid ! 


And bleſſ:d be his Name, he has taken care men 
ſhall not lie liable to any ſuch Impoſtures. But if 
theſe men will needs be in the right above the reſt, 
and und-rſtand for them, let them do their duty for 
them too; for 'tis not reaſonable they ſhould be 
charged with a duty, that donot underſtand it. But 
having found their own failings herein, and that they 
are but men like others, daring not to be {fo confi- 
dent as uſual, they betake themſelves to ſhifts; and 
to countenance their fallibility, ſupply the defects of 
honeſty, and falye their impoſition of their fence; 
they ſet up a ſtrange ſort of Infallibility, which in- 
deed would put an end to all the Diſputes and Dif- 
ferences in Chiftendom, were there any ſuch thing. 
But that which | they have invented to put out. the 
Flame, ſerves only to increaſe it ; for where the Pow- 
er of Infallibility, is lodged, Heaven has given us no 
notice ; which it would certainly hbavedone,had there 
been any ſuch ting : And.is certain, that thuſe who 
pretend moſt tg this Intalkbility, have been moſt de- 
ceived of all. 4.4: 

Indeed the |Romaniſts, for the moſt part, 
kave drove furiouſly, and forced all their People to 
do the ſame thing, and worthip God the fame way ; 
but this cannot| be called an Agreement, no' more 
than Sheep are aid to agree, when they are drove. 


wp and Pounded. all together by the. Shepherd. Aud. 
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there is greater Agreement amonaft thoſe (though 
the tooliſh World think to the contrary) who wor- 
ſhip their Maker under the Adminiſtration of ſeveral. 
Diſciplines, and Conduction of ſeveral Guides : For 
Force and Violence may make a Congregation 'of Bo» 
dies, but-no Unity of Minds. *'Tis only a Hearty 
Intention, Sincerity of Mind and Aﬀections, Sim-- 
piene's and Identity of Addreſs to the ſame Objett;. 
which can be called Unity and Agreement, and no- 
thing elſe ; for qther things, though thev may ſeem. 
differences and difagreements to men, yet really 
they are none at all ; for tne Circamfſtances of Time 
and Place, Publick or Private, Day or Night, the- 
ſeveral Inſtances of Reſpects, Methods and/ Way of 
Worſhip, are all one and the ſame thing to Gold 
Almighty ; He only looks at the Unity of the Spi= 
ritin the Bond of Peace ; D ferences with men are: 
not ſo with him, if they agree in ſincerity of AﬀeCtis 
ons and integrity of Spirit ; that's the Agreeinent he: 
looks after. [ 
'Tis true again, That men underſtand the Scri- 
ptures differently, and to different Senſes; but why. 
this difference of Ugderſtanding ſhould be Objedted 
as a Crime, I know not: For'tis impoſſible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, fo long as there be ſuch great variety 
of Humane Underftandings ; and as long as they un«- 
derftand not differently and amis on a bad end and 
d:fign, they cannot poflibly be Criminal 5 for no- 
mn is Obliged to Lnddeffond better than he- can. 
Then again, Many men may be totally Ignorant of. 
many things in Scriptare, and yet be very Innocent;, 
and certainly if their Total Ignorance be no fault,. 
their underſtanding differently thoſe things, whicku 
they might have bzen Innocently ignorant of, Call» 
not make them guilty of a Crime; if it ſhould, it 
would highly advance Ignorance, and very muckhs 
depreſs Underſtanding and Knowledge. But further,. 
if they underſtand them differently (which I contend. 
for the moſt part they do) in order to-promote a 
Virtue, encourage. a Grace, or ſ{upprets a Vice, or- 
any Immorality in. themelves, then this-difference:- 
ought to be ſo far from being reputed a *Crime,, 
that it becomes Neceflary, and owght to be Encou-- 
raged; and they that put a ſcandal on it, are yery 
much to blame: And it muſt be allowed, that men 
may Ciſpute things in utramque partem, affirm. and 
deny*the ſaine thing innocently enough, ſo the good? 
i:ten:tzon be ſecured, and it be to edification, and 
make nov infraction on Charity. Bat the things that: 
becomeCrimmal, are thoſe fort of differences which: 
every fide and party of Chriſtians are but too guilty: 
of, and” which concerns them all toamend ;. and that: 
is, Forcing an Interpretation on Scripture, contrary: 
to-the natural and genuine ſenſe thereof; and that. 
with a defiga to countenance their uwn Intereſt; or- 
Party. And what. the Papiſts Qbject, is but too- | 
$6; aa | A true: 
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true. (though they have the leaft reaſon to complain) 
that every one Interprets the [Scripture to his Side 
and Party (and ſo do they to Theirs) and that the 
divifions of Proteſtants have been principally occaſi- 
oned by every on's having the ule of the Scriptures ; 
which admitting to be true, (ſince theſe differences 
are unavoidable, and naturally Innocent in thein- 
ſelves, and only accidentally evil, and much better at 
the worſt, than forced Agreements ; one would 
think. they ſhould have no further to Object : Since 
further, if the ute of good things ſhovld be denied 
and prohibited on the ſcore of their abuſe, and acci- 
dental Inconveniencies, a juſt pretence might be 
brought in for all the Irregularities in the World. 

Now fince the Eſſentials and Circumftantials in 
Religion areagreed on, fince-it has been made to ap- 
pear that every one may underſtand fo much'of Reli- 
gion and the Scriptures, as is neceſſary for his Salva- 
tion ; fince *tis :mpoſſible men ſhould not dzffer and 
diſagree, as alſo in moſt things not to be decerved, 
ene would think theſe things ſhould make men mo- 
deſt and peaceable, and hinder the il! effect of any 
difſention that might happen among them. 

But men are willing to admit and indulge one ano- 
ther a difference of Thought and Underftanding in 
moſt of their Secular Concerns, but grow impatient, 
and .are unwilling to admit any difference of Senti- 
ments in the matters of Religion ; and to their deal- 
ing on this account, moſt of the Confuſions and Di- 
ſtractions of Chriſtendom owe their Oi iginal; and 
after the Unreaſonableneſs, Injuſtice and Folly of 

' the thing has been made to appear to the World, one 
would think they ſhould ceaſe their mad and inefte- 
Ctual proceedings. ! 

For it has been made to appear to the World, 
That Conſcience ought not to be conſtrained ; that a 
Corporal Puniſhment ought not to be inflicted for a 
Spiritual Fault; that men ought not to Puniſh where 
they have no power to Comman1 ; that they cannot 

. command the belief of a thing, mleſs they give a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon ; and that, that can only be ſufficient, 
when the party is convznced ; and that isnotin their 
power to know, nnleſs by the party acknowledged ; 
that matters ?ntel/e&ual are not diſcerned by a Secular 
Power; that to puniſh men for differing in Opinion, 
is as unreaſonable as to puniſh them for having diffe- 
rent Faces; that no Humane Authority is either fuſh- 
cient for cognizance or determination, or .cqmpetent 
for infliction of puniſhment in ſuch mattefs ; that the 
Terms of Schiſmatick and Heretick, are only Scare- 
crows, and fignifie next to nothing ;- that no man 
is a Schiſinatick, but he that departs from a good 
Life, that fears not God, nor loves his Neighbour ; 
and that no manis a Heretick, or ought to be puniſh- 
\ e1as ſuch, buthe that teaches ill-Life, or takes up an 
'* if Opinion. contrary to Fundamentals, on a bad ac+ 
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count, »iZ. on the Score of Pride, Ambition, In? 


be.very difficult to be known ; that *tiz impoſſible 
for men not to differ,. that "tis not neceſſary they 
ſhould agres ; that all Sorts and Parties of Chriftians 
have. been deceived ; that amidſt ſo greit difficulties, 
'tis impoſſible they ſhould not be deceived ; that 


/ 


Paniſhments ought to be proportioned 'to their | 


% 
1 


tereſt, Malice, or any other Siniſter End, which will © 


Crimes ; that Spirieual Faults onght onty to have © 


Spiritual Paniſhments ; that 'a certain Puniſhment 
oughtnot tobe inflicted for an uncertain Fault; that 
moſt Spicitual Faults are uncertain ; that if a man 
was puniſhed or killed, he was certainly puniſhed or 
killed ; but that it was not fo. certain he was in a 
Fault ; that Corfcluſions onght not to be ſtronger 
than their Premiſes ; that no man ought to be Judge 
in his own Caſe; that Reaſ>1, Diſcourſe and Agree- 


ments are the only Proper Methods and Inſtruments 


to Convince Men, and no other ; that if athers of 
an Heterogenial ſtamp were uſed, they might make 


Hvpocrites, but no Proſelites, and that they werene- ' 


ver accompanied wth ſucceſs ; that the generality 
of men are diſpoſed to live quiet-y; tbat Oppreſflion, 
Tyranny and Penal Laws, are occxion of moſt of the 
Difturbances in Chriſtendom ; that fallible men 
ought not to call their Opinions Articles of Faith 
that they ought not over-haſtily to intereſt their Ma=- 
ker in their uncertain Cayle ; that Goe's Glory doth 
conſiſt with the Good of Men, and may be main- 
tained without their Deſtruction. Further it hath 
been made evidently to appear again them, that 
ſay, We have a Law ——— That Law cannot make 
a Trfith; that Truth is as old as the Eternal Veracj- 
ty, and ſuffers no Degrees; for what was yeſterday, 
will be true to day, to morrow, and to the End of 
the World : And therefore to force People to be of 
their Religion, becauſe Eſtabliſhed'by Law, is a great 
piece af Vanity and Nonſenſe : That neither Fathers, 
Councils, no Individual. Man, or Company of Men, 
no Power or Force upon. Earth are able to make a 
Truth, or an Article of Faith. No, alk they are 
able to do, is by way of Promulgation, Declaration, 
or Explanation of Truth, but nothing by way of Cre- 
ation ; they may il/uſtrate indeed, and make Truth 
appear to be fo, but they cannot neither add or di- 
miniſh : What was Truth, and agreeable to God's 
Will, was ſo before, they undertook the Diſquiſiti- 
on, or before they came into the World, and will 
be ſo when they are extinct and gone ont of it, not- 
W 
it. 
'Again, Nothing is more Certain than that Men are 
Men, and Uncertain; that they are, and have been 
proved fallible ; That General Councils have erred 
and contradicted one another on Record ; that Fathers 
have been miftaken 3 that what has been, may be 
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nding ali their endeavours for, or agaiuſt 
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uſed with reverence and reſpects as occaſion may re- 
quire, as the beſt Humane Guides and Directors; 
but always with deference, and an eye to: their- Falli- 
lality ; that their Opinions ought not to be preſſed 
as Articles of Faith, nor their Determinations have 
the- weight of Mathematical Demonſtrations, Mes» 
thinks theſe Confiderations ſhould make ten look a 
little amicably on one another, and a little come to 
themſelves: But I find they donot, and may bethe 
Scence is laid too far off; and therefore I will bring 
it nearer home, and letthemſelves judge. 
A certain number of Pilgrims were going to the 
Holy.Land, had equal defires and affections for the 
Place, being all moved by the ſame: Love and Good 
Intention ; none indeed had been there already, and 
therefore they were the more to (eek for their way; 
they were all very diligeat to find outthetrue Road; 
and as they go along, they meet with ſeveral Ways 
and. Paths; upon which the Company divided ; 
ſome go one way, and ſome another, according as 
they thqught it ſurer and more probable than the 0- 
ther ; but ſome of the Company, of hotter Conſti- 
tution than-.the reſt, asked ſome of their Fellows, 
why they ſhould not go their way, ſince they were 


{ ſure they were in the right ® To which they anſwer- 
| ed, They could not be ſure, becauſe they never were 
| there; that they had the ſame Charts and Directions 


which they had, and had as honeſtly and fincerely 
ſed them; induced by the ſame, if not greater 
pn and Aﬀection to the Place; and that they did 


| not think that way to be right, but that the Path 


they were going in, was the ſurerand more probable 
way, and hoped that it would bring hem to the 


Place as fon, if not ſooner than theirs' would, and 


therefore defired to be- excuſed ; adding, That if 
they ſhould go with them, they ſhould go againſt 
their Thoughts and Conſciences, which would. be a 
trouble tothem all along the Road, but eſpecially at 
laſt, if they ſhould be miftaken., This anſwer, 
though modeſt and very reaſonable, yet was not ſa- 
tifactory ; for the other yrefſed-them hard, loving 
Company very well, and ſ:id, That fince they were 
all-going to the ſame plece, 'twas fit they ſhould all 
go together in the (ame Road ; and if they would 
not, they would take away their Proviſions and Mo- 
ney, and force them : And their Paſſions and Zeal 
was ſo hot, that they did fo, and worſe ; for ſome they 
beat, and others they killed ; and for the Reft, at 
the next "Town they prevailed ſo with the Magi- 
rate, and miſrepreſented them fe ill, that they got 
them put in durance. 

Now who can but pity the hard fate of theſe poor 
Pilgrims? Qr forbear to Cenfure and give his Verdict 
againſt the hot fiery Zeal of the ather ? But let them 
ſacak as dare; Whoever pitics them, I ſhall ſay to 
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them as Nathan faid to David, Ton are the Men 5; 
All fides have been too but Guilty, and have plaid the 
ſame Pranks when in Power. [ 
would wonder how Chriftian men ſhovld 
have ſuch Hatred and Animofities one againft ano- 
ther,, and run Counter to all the Principles of their 
Religion, and Laws df their Great Mafter 3 Whoſe 
Leſſons, as one ſaid, were ſofter. than Nard, or the 
Znice of the Candian Olive ; teaching all imaginable 
Compliance, wutual Forbeararice and Charity ; and 
one of his laft Commands to them was, To love one 
another ; but they have not minded the Commands 
of their Good Lord, or obſerved the advice of their 
Compaſſionate Foſeph, - but have fallen out by the | 
_ diſhenoured their Pcofeflion,jand ruined theme 
elves. . | | 

But a man ſhall quickly be raiſed from his wonder, 
_— he conſiders the miſtakes under which they 
ie. 

They greatly miſtake in calling their ReſpeRtive 
Opinions, Several Religions : I afficm-there is but 
ONE God, and ON E Religion ; and that they 
may-as well call the ſeveral Counties in England, 
ſeveral Nations, as to give ſeveral Opinions, the de- 
nomination of ſeveral diftinct Religions. We ak a 
man what Countryman he is ? If he tells us Darby- 
ſhire, Stafford-ſhire, all is well, there is no hurt 
done ; but if we ask him what Religion he is off, 
and it prove to be differing from ours; preſently an 
Animoitie ariſes, and -we look on him with ſtrange 
thoughts, and reckon him almoſt ſomething elfſethan 
a Man, and rather a Heathen than a Chr:ſtian 
ard when we have made him fuch a Heathen, then 
we think, like the I/raelires, That 'ts Lawful t1 de- 
firoy ſuch a. Canaanite from among us 3; never conſi- 
dering all this while the” mans Conſtitution, Educa- 
tion, Prejudice, the Books he may have Read, the 
Company 'he may have kept, &c. which may make + 
him have different thoughts and apprehenſions of 


things from ours, and that his Honeſty and good In- 


tention may make his Sentimens (though differing 
from ours) yet altogether as Innocent. | 
Azain, Tis a ſtrange vanity that men have, in va- 
luing themſelves ſo extreamly for being of -this or 
that perſwafion or party of men, and brings a great 
deal of trouble to the World. One faith he is a 
Catholick and no Heretick ; the Proteſtant-Here- 
ticks ſay, they are good Proteſtants and no Papifts ; 
and the Church-of-Erg/and-man faith, he is of a 
Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, and no Diflenter ; as 
if Law could make a Truth; and 1o they gs on, 
upbraiding one another, ſuppoſing every Diviſien 
of Chriſtians that has a diftinet Name, is a diſtinct 
Religioa. Now if we ſhould be fo fooliſh in other 
concerns,” what would the World think of us 2 If 
the Torkſorre-men thdd ſay the Kerntyſb-men are 


no Engliſh men ; or the Merchant-Taylors tell the 
- Mercers-they are no Citizens, would not the Af- 
ferters be expoſed to derifion ? Further, if a man 
calls not himſelf by ſome name or other, as Catho- 
tick, Church-of-Er-g/ard-iman, Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendant, Cc. he is jook'd upon as a piece of De- 
. taced or Antiquated Coin that wilt not pats : If he 
{ay he is a Chriſtzan, that will not ſatisfie ; he runs 
ſon:e hazard in calling himſelf hy-that Name; but 
}ittie or none in not departing from Iniquity : if he 
calls himſelf Lutheran, Calvin, Zunglian, &c. 
all will be well, he is forted, and hath Fellows, ſhall 
be reſpecte.| and eftcemed; but if he will eſpouſe 
none of their Factions, nor intereſt himſelf in their 
fiuple Quarrels, he is branded with the odious Name 
of Atheiſt, or to be of no Religion at all. And {uch 
a high pitch of Extravagancy is the World come to, 
that a F: w in a:Chriſtian Nation ſhall have more re- 
ſpect than a Chriſtian ; and that for no other Rea- 
fon, but b-caulſe he calls himſelf ſo. + Should a man 
be fo hardy as to leave Paul, Apolos and Cephas, and 
call himfelt by that V 2nerab'e Name, which requires 
ſome courage ; tis odds but he may be called to an 
account for raifing a New Religion ; his imitation 
.of his Holy Life would not fatisfie the mad World ; 
if he cannot pronounce Shiboleth piainly, ard herd 
bimfclf with a Party, there's none will take him into 
their Folds, but*out he ſhall lie in the Fields, expo- 
fed to the mercy of the Elements. But all this mighr 
be cured in a great meafure, if the State would 
-put a Fine on thoſe that call themſelves by any 
ether Name, than that of Chriſtian. For *ftis in- 
credib'e to think what miſchiefs go along with thefe 
New Names ; O, he is a Papiſt, ſays one 3 he's a 
-Fana'ick, ſays another ; they are Words of reproach, 
-and their meaning is, he is an ill man; foy fo every 
. Side and Party accepts them one againſt another : 
-And ſome, when they would go a ſhorter way to 
-work, call but their Adverſary by the name of his 
Sect, that ſerves for Evidence, Conviction and 
 Condemnaticn ; and then ſecure him Goaler. But it 
will be asked, and ought to be enquired into, How 
they came by ſuch falſe Notions of things ? Then I 
ay; - - 
"Thar Cuſtom, Chance, Prejudice and Conftituti- 
on, give moſt men their way of Re:igion, anJ cre- 
ates their Conſciences too; - they think this or that 
to be finful, not which is reaily and naturally fo, but 
- what they fee ſome men abhor and deteſt, and what 
they have been taught is ſo; and Youth generally 
rake their Parents word, and ſwallow all infinitely 
and implicitly; and if one be miſtaken, *tis hardly 
potffible but that the other will kg miſtaken too. 
And 'tis certain, that the undutifulneſs of diſobey- 
ing Parents injunCtions, and the reproach and ſhame 
of being fipgular, and doing things contrary to their 
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.Country Cuſtoms and Uſages, are great Obſtacles to 


"Truth and Peace.Someof thefndtans did eat their dead 
Friends and Relations, and thought it a great piece 
of P'cty, and the moſt honourable way of  Sepul- 
ture; but the Greeks they burned them all: Alex- 
ander asked each of them, what he ſhonld give 
them to exchange their Method 2 They both an(wer- 


ed with the greateſt abhorrence imaginable, and des- . 


claimed againſt each others Uiages, as the moſt 
barbarous and undecent way in the World. | 

Cuſtom makes good things to ſeen evil; and evil 
things to feem good. And I haveread ofa Shepherd on 
the Mountains of Naples, who in the holy time of 
Lent, came with Tears in bis Eyes to his Conteflor, 
and earneſtly defired Abiolution, in that - h& had 
ſwallowed by chance a liftle Whey, which leaped 
into his Mouth from the Cheeſe-Preſs : The Father 
asked him, Whether be knew himſelf gui'ty of no 


other Sins? He anſwered, Not any as he knew of. 


He again asked him, Whether he was not acceſſary 
to any. of the Robberies and Murders committed on 
their Mountains? Tes indeed, Quoth he, char T 
am; but this we never efteem a Crime ; "tis a 
thing daily praftiſed by all of us, and there needs no 
confeſſion for ſuch things. By this may. be ſeen 
what Cuſtom can do. But Edncation, Prejudice 
_ Cuſtom, have ſtill. further ſtrange Operations. 
or, 

They ſtrangely diſpoſe. men to be reſolute and te- 
nacious of their firſt-tanght-Principles, and make 


them Deaf to the moſt Weighty, Sober and Con- * 
vincing Reaſons ; and when a man is linked to a 


Party, there is no unchaining of him ; he delights 


in his Slavery and Chains, and reckons him an Ene- | 
my that would free him : He will be of the Religi- | 
_ on he was bred to, whether Turk, Jew, or :Pagan; 


and thinks that always the beft: Come to unde- 
ceive him, and he looks on you as an Impoſtor, and 
all the Arguments you fhall bring, figniftie no more 


than Arrows againſt a Wall of Braſs; he-is reſolved, | 


fay what you will, you ſhall not move him ; he will 
not conſi:!erany thing that is alledged againſt him ; 
will laugh at your Reaſons, ſhift them off, and do 


any thing rather than be Convinced; nay he comes | 


witha Reſolution to a Diſcourſe, noe to be overcome ;; 


and to fay ſomething for his S:zde, rather than the 


Truth; and what is worſt of all, 'tis impoſſible ſome 
ſhould be prevai'ed upon, who eſteem all Argu- 
ments to be Temptations, and therefore look upon 
themſelves obliged by all means to ſhun fhem. 

So that this fort of Obſtinacy and . Perverſneſs, 
this Partiality, this reſpect to- Perſons and Sides, and 
want of Sincerity, and Indifferency to Truth, keeps 
a foot our Differences, obſtrufts mutual Complian- 


ces and Toleration ; every one calling his Fancy his . 


Faith, his Opinzon his Religion, and entitles God to 
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think 
their Zeql cannot be. r09 much 5- :and-out of an'ha- 


Burns and Preys-upon their: ignacent, Neighbours. 


- Bat a further Aceeflary { and Aggravation 100.). 


of Chriſtian. Differences, 4s the Method and Admi-. 


"Proton of their Government. -Fox. Firſt, They. 
u 


ofe , God Almighty has : appoinieg, a _particulr, 
Dikipline and Repeneu for his Charch,. and then 
fall out abaut it ; every; one maintaining that- their 
own particular Scheme isthe ſame: Then again,they 
ſuppoſe that: Diſcipline and Regiment is abſolutely 
neceſſary;; both which are falſe: -For God: neither 
hath appointed any ,par:zicular Way, neither 13. any 
zeceſſary, any. further than for the neceſſary Regu- 
lating ſuch Aſſemblies as ſhall meet together towor- 
ſhip their God 3.or t6 Excommunzcate,,a. man , out 
of ſuch their Aſſemblies for his evil Life z which are 
things very eafie to be done, and need no great/Wit 
or Learning to perform :. And any man may be Ho- 
neſt, Juſt, True, Sincere, Charitable, Hum and 
Exerciſe any Chriſtian, Graces or Vertues, Without 
the kelp of Eccleſiaſtical: Polzcy.; he may Pray to,or 
Praiſe/his God in Spirit and. Truth, ( which is all the 


Way that ever Chiiſt appointed ) without the help | 
.of Church-Policy. 


Chiift's Kingdom is of another 
World, and requires hone of the Policy of this to 
manage itz it ought to be- kept pure and uniix'd, 
being clear of another Natme:. We fee Oyl in a 
Veſſel of Water wiil not mix, but keep its Body in- 
tire to it ſelf, . no more ought Spiritnals to be mix'd 
with Temporals, Bot theſe Spiritual Politicians have 


' mix'd Heaven and Earth together, confounded the 


World with their Policy, and ſo jumbled Gings to- 
gether, that Chriſtianity js almoſt Joſt in the] Com- 
poſition, io that men know. not where to find it. . I 
ſhould think tha the i!l ſucceſs and bad effects ſuch 
Policy hath hitherto had in the World, ſhould make 
them aſhamed, and endeavour by 21 means to leave 
ſuch methods, which did always rather. Di/turb, than 
any way Beautifie the Church of God. And let 
them further give me leave to tell them, That if all 
'the Hedges and Enclofures in England were pulled 
down and Tevelled, that it would be Erglana-itill : 
"Tis True, Property might ſuf. by ſuch a Commu- 
nication; but to Heaven and Religion, every one 
has an equal Title and Property. 

And if God Almighty had defign'd a particular 


Way or Method of Worſhip, he would have taken 
.care that none ſhould miſs it, and prevented all D:f- 


ferences about it. But he has appointed none. at all, 
as I know of, but that of z# Spirit and in Truth, 


And had any particular Way been abſolntely, neceſ- 


ſary, our Saviour would have - told the Woman of 
Samaria, when'ſhe did as good as azk him the Que- 


— 


ukewarmnieſs,, endeavour. to make” it /28, 
Hot as they can; ſo Hor, that itdeftroysCharzey, and. 
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all ;- and-when God is concerned, then the " ſtion, How, or where they ſkould worſhip God ? WI#" 


ther"as Jeruſalem..or -Samaria ? : (For there was 2 
great conteſt about. it amongft. the Inhabitants of 
each }. But he toj}d ber, That. the time was. come, 
that they. ſhould neither Worſhip him at Jeruſalem, 
norSamaria z that is, not at either of thoſe places in 
particular, exchufive of others, but in Spirit and #2 . 
Truth, As if be had faid, The Times of limitation. 
of, God's Worſhip is; now over : Jerufalem indeed 
was. .the place, appointed,.-and particular Rites and 
Ceremonies were enjoyned any mage QogarorT; but 
vo\y thoſe times -are paſt, all Rites, Types and Ce- 
remonies are aboliſhed, and other T:mes are come, 


that God muſt be-Worſhipped. after ayother manner. 


I obſerve you mind Times and Places , and parti- 
cular Methods .:oo much ; and have fooliſh and un- 
prafitable Contentions for the ſame, -and mind Sin- 
cerity t00 /zttle ; therefore, I; affign and appoint you 
no particular Place, Method, or. Time: But be (ure 
when ever you Worſhip God, let it be ſincerely and - 
heartily, let it be 5n a Ai and in Truth, and yeu 
ſhall then be accepted. ,. . 

Now men have. ſtrange, Contentions about the 
Truth of the Way, of God's Worſhip, -but do but 
grope in the dark, fince - no way is appointed :. I 
do not ſay they do amiſs, if they mean well; but the 
Truth of the A&tion I reckon is the pyincipal thing, 
by how much more eaſe it is to be performed, and 
more earneſtly of God#required ; for he faith, Sor 
give m2? thy Heart, And 'tis an eafie thing for any 
manto know whether he is in Earneſt, whether he 
1s Sincere, Hearty and Real, in what he doth ; whe- 
ther he Loves, or Fears, or truly . Worſhips God 
or no; whether the Aﬀections of the Soul accom= 
pany his Actions, and that he is no Hypocrite : 
This, I ſay, is eafie for any man of the meaneſ? 


* Capacity to tell : But then whether the Circumſtan- 


rials of our Waqrſhip be in a rue Way, is not ſo ea- 
fily found out, for the Reaſons aforementioned, and - 
the great D-ficulties therein. And if after Diligence 
uſed, ( fince no particular way is appointed) we 
miſtake jn chooſing inftances/ of Reſpect to our 
Maker; cur miſtakes are Invincible, and we ſhall 
never be anſwerable |for them : But if we. be, 
tis only to. him Our Lord, ard not to One Ano- 
ther. And therefore 'tis the moſt unreaſonable 
thing imaginable, for. men to judge one another in 
theſe points, much more to impoſe their reſpective | 
Fancies and Models, with inſuffzrable Penalties, one 
upcn another, when they can have fo /ittle Aſſurance 
they are in the Right. 

But while I am endeavouring to Cool and Qualifie 
the. Mad rd by Reaſons and: Arguments, dete- 
cting theiir Miſtakes, and ex; ofing to View the 
Unneceflarz Occaſions. of their Differences, ant! 
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697-100 75 Unredfoneb lends” of: theid'De-" 
Mr.Wakes Text” ' ſtradtive Conteritions, Tarhi fre-? 
at St. Lawrence 'fently Thternepted with YText of? 


and  Mercers 
Chappel: City; and ' that is, Conzend' 
earneſtly fd? he Faith once deli-. 
wered 40 the Saints. What, fays ioiges  wayſd, Fear 
not have'us'contend for the Faith A'World you not 
have us earneſt'for our Religion,' arid forthe Truth > 
F reply, Yes by any means : i And this Text doth 
Encourageyou to contend not onlyfor tht True Farrh 
and True Religion, bat alſo for That Faith, and That 
Religion whichyou beteveito: be ſo;' for that'is the 
ſame to you as the Frye; and no difference can, or 
ought to be made > And'then this Text, if not duly 
fempered and moderated] is fufficienit to-fet all Chri-' 
ftendom together by* the Ears*;' for every'' Party 
and Sect think their own way of Religion an@ Faith 
to be Primitive, Apoſtolicat and True ; and by con- 
* ſequence, have a Commiſſion from this Text to con- 
gend earneſtly for it : And ſome have aCted' fo gar- 
:/2ly, and Yepend' ſo much on' the gootineſs of their 
©auſe, and rreueneſs of their Farth, that they *have 
Plundered, Impriſoned, ray Killed and Murdered 
theirfellow Chriſtians; to teftifte to the World their 
Parneſineſ;, and that they were in Earneſt ; but in 
my Opinion, they had much better been in Feſt, than 
ſo Extravagantly Earneſt. Tfferefore this Earneſtneſs 
muſt be limited, fo that it be -not Prejudicial to our 
ſelves, or Deſtructive to others: It ought tobe 
managed with the greateſt Cautionſheſs, Prudence 
and' Diſcretion ; and by no other Inſtruments, but 
thoſe of Perſwaſion and Ratiocination, S, | 
- - Now leſt People ſhould be ſo much in-earneſt a- 
oain as formerly, the Wiſe, Judicious' and Lovin 
ather of our Countrey, would put Bounds to ſu 
deftructive Earneſtneſs, which hath made' ſuch De- 
vaſtations among his People ; he would take their 
Weapons out of their Hands, with which they have 
done fo much Miſchief : Bat they like fooliſh Chil- 
dren, arePeeviſh and Froward, exert their Paſſions ; 
grow Angry, are Sullen and Diſcontented, run and 
make their Moan to their Mother; whoſe too In- 
dulgent Nature and Tender Heart, is but too nanch 
Grieved to' ſee her Children out of Humour ; and 
is almoſt ready - to-Sacrifice- their future Happineſs 
and Proſperity, to their preſent Quiet and Content- 
ment. But what ſhould be done in this Caſe, is an 
Impertinent Queſtion : For the Diſcretion and Au- 
thority of the Father, ought to. prevail againſt the 
Over-fondneſs of the Indulgent Mother, and the 
Peeviſhnefs of the Humourſome Children ; if- they 
cry for Knives to cut them, Candles to burn them, 
or Food that is unwholeſome for them 3 they muſt 
be filenced, and no notice taken of their Childiſh 
-——— So that after what has been ſaid and pro- 
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Contigued,; Good God; that 
pt Whit can this Argue, bat that Heaven: has 


7 d Perverſeneſs, gives them oyer to Ce 
own Ruine-and Deſtruction; and; fay-I, May the 
Rods be continued on ſuch Fools Baths,” ſme" they are 
fo fond of them. For my part, I think to be claps 
| in a Goa), tobe Fined, Plundred;- Wounded 


ped FL. - <A : - =S 
or Kilted,- on the Score'of meer Refigion,” and for - 


having different Thoughts and Apprehenfions' fronk 
other men ; is a Reprogch to'the Chriſtian World, 
and" the moſt Brutiſh, Trrational and Shamefutlefſt 
thing imaginable-z and I thigk it every mans Duty 


to endeavour to Extirpate ſuch a Wicked Princt- - 


ple.. 4. | | 

For me to be” puniſhed for being'a Man, for be- 
Jieing when there is Reaſon! given, or an Argument 
which ſeems to me to: be Reaſon (which is tne fame 
thing) is a thing I can fearce think -6f with Patience. 
T}know, to Countenance ſach Unjuſtifi ible Acti- 
ons, there is a Black Charge advanced; and that is: 
Heretick, Schiſmatick, Turbulency of Spirit, Unru- 
ly, Enemies to Government, ' Plotters, 'Seditious, Ob- 
ftinate, Ungrateful, &c. Theſe are rhe common. 
Topicks of Scandal which one Party charges the o- 
ther with, when they have get them -under, or have 
abuſed them :* -They think to.charge others with 
Fauits, is to make themſclves Innocent 5 and (the 
World would cry out on them, ſhoald- they not 
have ſome ugly thing to lay to their Charge, after ha- 
ving ſounhandſomly treated them. But theſe Aſper- 
fions have been wiped off over and over ;' and it has 
been . ſaid, If it be enough to Accuſe, who ſhall be 


Innocent ? Fhe Charge al(o has been returned-on the - 


Accuſfers Heads, to whonr indeed it belongs: For 
Tyrants and Opprefſors blow the Coals, and then 
make Wonders at, and accuſe the Flame : They won- 
der men will not be Quiet, - and accuſe them of Die 
{turbance, -when They are their only- Difturbers, aftd 
occafion of all the Commotion, by Opptefling thei, 
and Puniſhing tem without a Cane, They make 
multitudes of Pena! Laws,.and by Conſequence 1mul- 
tirudes of Delinquents, The fewer the Penal Laws 
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their Numbers, they -taker-Conrage t 

Conſpire (animated by. their being:equatly: 

ous) to throw off their Yoke and Government,/that 

hath made them all ſuch Crimmnals,: and Subjected 

them to Puniſhment, for things in their own-nature 
Ianecent z and ſuch; Laws-proves generally.fatat to 
the Makers: Tyn «3086! my 2 301: 3 Fab 7 . . 
" Further It hath been made) te appear, /that 'tis'a 
moſt Unreaſonable-and, Unjuſt Thing, that 'a King 
ſhould come to a:Crown, and not; to have the Be- 
nefit \,and Service of all his Subjects: indifferently 2 
That thoſe Laws which qualifte-one ſort of. men only 
for his Service; are too Partial and Ugjuft ; 'and put 
it into the Power, of thoſe. men to-do with'him what 
they. pleaſe:; That 'tis.pot+fit nor Cafe for-a' Prince 
to have but one Staff to leaf an, or one Weapon ts 


= 
* 
[> 


that any one (ort of .men, -under what :Denominati- 
on. ſoever,,. ſhould engroſs. all Honours and Prefer- 
rents to. themſelves ; and have allithe Favour of the 
Prince, and only: fit:in the Sunſbins,andal} therreft in 
the "Shade; . whoſe | Fidelity ' and” Jvitegrit 
Prince, their Sufficiency and Ability in Buſineſs; their 
Peaceable Temper, and , if not more;proba- 
ble Arguments for the truth of theic - Religion; ſet 
them on equal ground, and give.ithem ar-targe-and 
ut a Claim thereto as others : That fach Diferimi- 
nating and Partial Laws; do natural}yi'tend topat the 
Kingdom in Confuſion: ;-/angl/ as long,-2s orice Religi- 
_ on {as they.call it) receives 'an Eſtabliſhment; and 
oth val;Pretefitions to it; 
there will never be Peace and Ruree im: England. 
Apain,, It has been-proved, that Laws are -Natu- 
rally Null.and Vpid, and-grow'iuto:Defetude, and 
need nd formality of.a Repeat; after:the-Reafous for 
which they. were, Enacted. are taken away ;or whert 
y.bripg ſo many Inconyeniences,: which:qut-bals 


they. 
lance their AM s. A Law, for-geod Confi- 


e 
deration js made, That for the.ſpace of:Ten: Years, 
none ſhall preſume to Kell of Deſtroyfoch aſbrt of 
Wild" Beaſts. ; but in,the ſpace of Five. Years! they 
grow' ſo. numerous and upruly,, that they come'inrs 
the Yeuhbopring Towns, and make great Havock; 

Aeftroy.the Inbabitants ; Will, any man deny the- 
mien of” the place the priviledege of killing-them, and 
chatge. them with .a_Breach of the Law 2 No ſure} 
Snch-Laws'loſe their Obligation, and ought-to loſe 


17 < 


their. Denominations tooz and to be called ſoine= 


wv 


_— rom, 
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4 ;pre- | Majeſty is/charged with , 
ta fances away methinks they ſhould rather 


defend himſelf ; "That 'tis Unreaſonable and Unjuſt. 


yito their 


ving-iellÞ 'than (Diva, :rather/tthan Crievmicer, vr 
Nutjarpes. which they really-a , and ought to do 
nb Milehief under the ſpecious Title of Laws. His 
with breach'of 'Laws, for taking 
ſuch. 
thank him for ſuch Low Condefeentron, it being the 


' 2: StavengersQfice. If, goraly Five break” out in'our 


Buildzngs, a'Door-is admitted to be broken open, or 
a Heig inag/Honſfe; to be:blown 'up, 'and no in- 
juſtice charged-/{' *Tis His Majeſty's Caſe; He pre- 


tenils not' to:put the Fires 6ut of men's Chimneys, - 


- or to Cancel any wholſome or>neceffacy Laws, but 
to put:a Rop to the Qutrage and Violence of thoſe 
a; organs wan 'Laws; that have made 
fach Favgck amongſt .hjis People 3 and if fo much 
Powetamuſt not be:allowed him;' hehas not Power 
enough'-to Defend 'Himſe/f,, or His People, But 


this Oppoſition being mate'by Intereſted and Un- 


reaſonable 'Men, is leſs to be'taken notice of : And 

I-queftion not; -but will/be over-ruled by Him, wwo 

is not . Pani} as they ;re-3-but conſults the Good 

of the whole, and: will -notitet any one ſort of men 

have Power to Oppres the'reft, Bet then again, as 
to car Differences : | 

I am utterly againſt reconciling of them by fuch 

+ Methbds; which ſome men take 5 and am indiffe- 


rent whether they. be reconciled or.no ; fb they mzy 
be made £an8'Egfie' to the Publick: And 
I'do::proteſt, I cannot? ſee fo- much In7quity in 


them,: as fone would';peiſwade ; and hardly know 


how torcall them: Differences, but obſerve more their 
Agreement ' than their Difference. For all do mvi- 
twally agree to: Worſhip'the fame Eternal Ever-Li- 
ving God, and believe ir-his Eyer-Blefſed-Son Jeſus 
Chrift: - 'The'D:ferences/T moſt obſerve, are Men's 
Diff-rences, arid mutual Animiofities abont Diffe- 
renee. - -And1I affirm, the firſ# Differences in the 
various modes of - Worſhip, are moſtly ÞImocent ; 
but the ſecond Differences are Criminal ; that is, 
men's differing one:with another, and inflicting Pu- 
niſhments oneupon another about them ; and break» 


ing the Bonds of Charity ; hating and denying Com- - 


munion:one to-another,. on the tcore of any way of 


In . & 
_ And what T have faid before, is not wirh 'a De- 
. fGign toimake all Men to'be of one and the fame Mind 
= aro the fame Thoughts and Apprenenfions” of 
the fame 'Minnerarid Method, 43 foine Men are 0- 
ver-foudof;' and lay out' all their endeavours (but to 
no: 
fable nor neceſſary ; and t re do rather incourage 
honeft and ſarcere Differences, than ſuch forced ant 
Fhpderitteal Agreements : For what fignifies'a Con- 


gregatigh and :Prefence of Bodies, when there is a  * 


= 


bas .d:;ffering from theirs, though. altogether as 
| ES HTS 


5-to agree-and perform the fame things, after » 


) to'bring to paſs; for this is ncith'r po/< 


—_— ws 


ſew every: -Scriptore; "ad "Fathers! and} - 
- rt Wang nate rg Boy Bay er 


&fent and abſence of Minds > *Tis the Unigrof 
M inds makes the Agreement ; and though' Qomps+ 
ny and Univer(ality. may ſeem fine and plaufible 
things to men, yct they cannot. be: pleaſing inthe 
hight of God, if accompanied with; Error or-Hypo» 
crifie, which are generally the! Concomitants of 
pack'd Agreements : But we khow that /her is wells 
pleated with-our (incerity and! good intentions'5: and 
will rather Pity. than Panifh, our vuriwilling-and:uns. 
fortunate <idis ; in out various and differing 
Methods and Iyſtances of Reſpect unto him. But 


my deſign is fiom the Impoſſib:trry of men's Agree» - 


ment, about the things they contend, from : the [z* 
ocency of their firſt Differences,:from the Folly and 
Vanity of their Ccntention; all aiming at, and de- 
{igning the ſame things, v7. The Salvatson: their 
ou'n Souls, and t'e Glory\of God 5 to perſwade: men 
tocalm, quiet and ſoften their Minds, and to convince 
them of the Unreaſonableneſs'of their Mutual Se- 
yeritics and Impoſitions,: aid to diſpoſe them to Mu- 
tual Compliances and Charity:: Alto \J: would, di 
countenance, as mich: as- poſlible, ; the--fooliſh. and 
vain Attemps of thoſe, Men,” who with all the Art 
and- Induſtry imaginable, 3- endeavour to make-the 
World all of One Mind; &are i:npatient.of any Con- 
tradiction and D flent.” Ts. range that the Expes 
rience of ſo wany Ages ſhould -not'School them in- 
to a better Undesſtanding ;Jetthein. quote the Age 
wherein they, all agreed: Has-there not been Fa+ 
ther againſt Father, Council againft Council; a, con+ 
tinuation of Changes and Innovations:? | And have 
we not tranſinitted. to us a Black: Liſt! of Hereſfies 
?nd Schiſins, (as men call them? } And 'tis poſſible 
ihey may quote an Univerſal . Force and Tyranny, 


but nevyer-an Univerſal, Agreement. But why ſhoald: 


I go on ? Thele are things ' paſt Contradiction, Sr. 
And what hopes is there now to' make:Men .all -of 
One Mind,more than formerly 2' Have we not Therr 
Difficulties, and our On. too, to contend with 4 


- * And toſay true, we have, nothing handed down cer- 


tain, and got ſubject to diſpute, but the Good Be» 
ivg weadore, and his only begotten Son; in whom 
we believe. Theſe. things indeed :are Univerfally 
Credited amongſt us, and not diſputed by any.: 'But 
all other things do, and may challenge a. Diſpute, 
; fince they have paſſed through ſo many differing 
Hands, and ferved ſo many different Intereſts and 
Parties. Indeed fome Records 1 reckon more Au- 
thentick than others, I mean thofe that teach and 
inſtruc vs in the ways of Peace and Holy-Living.3 
but in geveral, all lie more or leſs liable to exception. 
For they have been managcd by men of various and 
differing Underſtandings, Paſſions, -Hungours; Con- 
ftitutions ard Intereſts. And have we not the ſame 
fort of men ? And is not the World governed by 
the lame Methods and Polizicks as formerly 2 We 


af (0 what pope? 


Revolution-of ſo-many-years, are competent or faf- 
ficient/to decide our DYRerences ' Brery A ' brings- 


up.Men of Prudence and: DiſtyeSoj. 
vern themſelves; "and: what the” Falichy did is not\to- 
bet drawn down'fos 'a'Prefidemt For" ihefe Fine: 
ThoS nathan 5d on! wherein theifCTivif Cuſtoms were 

iffercnd from [ours 5/ ard” their Civil Coftdnis may 


as well: be impoſed' on” us, as their Ecclefiaftical 5 


their-Civil'Cuftoms did influence* their Eccleſiafti- 
cal, - and-ſo doth ours; and: thit' mcreaſes-the dffi-- 
cu'ty : Beſides, they were *but+ Mir, and fo are BP6< 
They were Gcod Men indeed, and lived Hely Lives, 
and were Qrnamentstotheir refpetive Gererafibns 5 


and as ſuch we-ought tb'reſpect them. But there is-. 


too much revererice paid to Antiquity by ſome';z and” 
they are apt to draw very weak” Concluſions # and: 
lay,Such: 4: Father ſaid ſuch a thing 5 Ergo, "tis true 5. 
and think ;this way of Arguing 'is Good and Authen-. 
ticky never. confidering the” Trath and' Rexfonab'e- 
nefs'of the: Thing, fo much aithe Authority'of the! 
Man.:, .Bat further, paffing over the Tniquity of the 
Times, and the Corruptions which they may have. 


. undergone; .and ſuppofing them to be all truly tranf-" 


mitted tous, yet they will fignifie very little at beſt, 


faace every; Difputtr and FAY is to manage” them: 


They:will peak :any thing 4 

ſpeak 5: and are/Weapons' the Hands'of' every ove 
that pleaſes to takethem: :Andniethingis triore com-. 
mon than-to hear all' Sides ard -P?rties (ay, They. 


wottd have thein to. 


have : Reaſen, Scriptnres,' Father and Councils on. 


thear. $zde-; but tins ſignifies nothing at all, becauſe. 
they; muſt not be Judger'it thelr own Caſe: Bb 
deed they fignitie, -as't0 particular men for inſtru» 


ction /and: direction wm Holy Living; "and give Ex=-". 


celleat Councel: ant Advice; ari! minifter to Ho- 
lines: and Piety;' but [Wit decide - few bf bur Con- 
troverſies, fince Parties "muſt manage them. 'Tis 
certain that Law,” Scriptare\, Argument and Reaſon, 


fignifies little amongft/ Diſphters; each Party cat- 


ling-that-Zaw, which doth ferve- their Tyrns ; that 


Serrprures which doth'ſeenry t&'countenaiice' their =" 
pinion; aridithat. Reaſon and good Argument, which , 


favours and tends to'promote their De/ign ; .and not 
what really are [o': 


reſts to manage z ſeveral Parties, and (o few {if any) 


indifferent, /and 'impartial Judges imongh 183 and 


all things | will, foffet Aygravation or Extenuatien, 
be'great or little, good or bad;* according as they. 
quadrate with mens Opmions, Picjadices. or Inte- 


. - 


tefts.' But ſuppoſing men to be Impartial, Diligent . 

and Honeſt, yet *tis impoſſible they ſhould not dife . 

fer in their Seatimeats, fince their Undeiftandings 
4 NL doe are 


- 


nd"this miſery will {till be-con-' 
tiavedin the World, as long as we have ſeyeral Inte-, 
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7: And ſome underftand more , ſome 
| meant ;, ſome Figuratively, ſome Literal- 
11y, fome Relatively. others Collectively; Diftributive- 

» Privitively, Poſitively, Affitmatively, Negatively, 


NEUE 


'\and 2 hundredother ways, tothe jwearying and wears 
snz. out of all the Adyerbs;; Witneſs all thoſe rum2- 


' rous and- latge Gomments. and Explications:on -Law 


| and Goſpel, both by Ancient and, Modern Expoſi- | 


tors, rrioft differing one from the other, though on 
the'fame Texts; according tothe Capacities; differing 
Acquirements, Educations, Prejudices, or Prior No- 
tions of the Managers, all which add to the Difficul» 
ties'of Mens Agreement.. Then again, Afﬀection 


- being founded in Likeneſs ; the various Authors find. 


:Abetters, accocdihg asthey find Readers of theſame 
Humour and Confſtitations.: One loves fuch a Book, 


and fuch a 'Man;, and faith, What he writes-is .certain-- 


ly the Truth and” Right ;- and why ? Not that-it 
really is ſo ; but.becau(e he writes ſomething ſuitable 


to his Genius and Complexion : The Sanguineloves- 


the Chearfuj and Encouraging ;:the Melancholy, the 


- moſt Dolefur and Tragical Expoſition ;. and moft: 


call that which Peas them, the Truth. 

' Butfurther, Let them te!l.me what good they have. 
done, by fach their Endeavours of Uniting. Mien , as 
they call it ?' Havethey no! raiſed more.Devils than. 
they can lay ?- Has” not one Book. begot another, 
Falfhood; and'one thing to another ; and there be ſo. 
tnany Plavfibilities and Probabilities, the Wiſeſt and 
molt Confidering Man may bedeceiyed ; and fo by. 


Eonſequence this Humour of Difputing. propagated. 
tothe end of thee World ; which inftead.of Curing; 


and 'Healing Differences, doth but enlarge the Breas. 
ehes, and" increafe them , by, raiſing Mens Paſſions, 
and.” deſtroyeng «Charity. As to pubiick Dilputes, 
'ewas hardly ever known but” they that had moſt- 


Power,' arid the largeſt Thtereſt , always went away., 


with the Vietory:' And us for private, I icarceever 
knew - two Perfons engaged in a Diſpute , but that. 
bath came off :yor/e, ' though both got the berzer : 


The Tove of Victory on one hand, .and. the /hame of - 


being overcome 'on the other 3 their Piſton. and In- 
diſcreet Zeal; their Weakneſs or Intereſt, hath made 
them ſoobſtinate and reſolute, and put them on ſuch 


' Shiftsand' Actifices, that' have made them come off. 


worſe Men, 1 am ſure worſe Chritiahs. 


Sin ce then it muſt be allowed me, that "tis. impoſ- | 
fible'the Warld ſhould agree, or be all of one Mind : 
in matters of Religion,zndno means found competent -- 


to make thein ſo; to what end then do Men Diſpute? 
Ds theyrhidk to Uaite the Poles, or reconcile Con- 
tradidtions 2 Indeed their Endeavours may be pitied, 
becauſe, they mean well; but not at all.to be com- 
mended.” | But toſpeak Trath., they have (cen the 
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and one Diſpute anotlier * And fo like is Truth, to,. 


. 


_— 


impoſlibility of their Attempt long ago, and there 


fore laid their Heads together for an Expedieatt - 
ſalve all. Hence came the concern of Infaltibility 
4 poor ſhift indeed, which bath made all things worſe 
than they were before ; and has been fo often, baf- 
fled, -and 1s fuch a ridiculous thing, ſa:much againft 
the Experience of all Mankind, that Laughing at it 
isthe-beſt way of Arguing. And to: my Apprehen- 
fion, themoſe Certain! and Infallible Truth, of the 
Impoſſibility of Agreement, isa much better Expad:« 
ent to charm the mad World into an Agreement, 
than that of Infallibility; For when after ſo much 
Experience, and:ſo- many Attempts made, Men 
find the impoſſibility of Agreement ; methinks they 
ſhovuid at laſt agree ; [that is, they ſhould yield them- 
ſeives Vanquiſhed 3;ſee their Favlts and Vanity of 
Contention, be Mruced to be at Peace one with a- 
nother ; ceaſe their mutnal Violence and Severity, 
and Amicably turn all into matual Loves Compli- 
ance and Chatity. . And when the Romaniſts boaſt 
oftheir Agreement and Infallibility, and object it to: 
the Proteltants ;, that they cannot agree 5 I would 
have them tell them again, that *tis i2po/ſ{ble to-. 
agree, noris it neceſſary 3 and that it is no Crime'ts - 
diſagree in their Senſe. AJſo- that their Agreement, 
however they may boaſt, is no Agreement ; that the 
Fagets.may.as wel be (aid to agree, when they are: 
bound up together, or Shzep wheo drove up together. 
and pourided. in their Folds; and that-it is rather a 
Combination, - or ary thing in the World, more pro-:- 
per than an Agreement. . . 
 Andlet me as the World the Queſtion ,- Where 
the Harm would be, if Men Worſhip their Maker 
in their own way ; and have various anddifferent Ap! 
prehenfions of Things 3 if all their reipeCtive Opini- » 


ons and Seetiments be ſecured from having i Effefts- 


on- the- Publick - and from diſturbing -one another 2 
What: is that tome, if-a Man think a Tree to be a 
Man, or a Man to. be a Beak ; if a Man fo mi{- - 
thought and app!ebended, be ſecured from” being 


- baited or worried 2. We are ail to anſwer to. one 


common Lord and Maſter ; He is to be our Judge, 
if we have ſerved him not right :. Indeed, I look on *: 
it as my Duty to inform my- Neighbour, andinſtruct ' 
him,: f he be out of the way, if I think my way the 
better, and more pleaſing-tomy Maker. But then, - 
fince Tmay be miſtaken, and out of the way, and be - 
in theright way, my method with him ought to be 
noother than Reaon and. Diſcourte ; and that in the 
moſt moderate and diſcreet way I can, For if I .. 
ſhould do otherwiſe, I may bring a greater Incone + 
venience on him , than. #Þae I pretend. to Retgue: - 
late: * ; : 

But azain, As: to the innocency of Differences,- 
why ſho1ld , ny:Man be eſteemed a Criminal, or pu= _ 
F nifked -:} 


j 
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" niſhed as ſuch, whoſe Defires and Intentions "are to 
pleaſe his Maker as well as mine > We fee all Rivers, 
little and great, at laſt diſcharge themſelves into the 
Ocean ; and all Diviſions and Sects- of Chriftiane 
have the ſame End and Tendency, and Terminate 
in tae fame Center, viz. in endeavouring to Pleaſe, 
to Glorifie and Honour their Maker. Why there- 
fore ſhould the diſtinct Ways and Methods-in Spiri- 
tuals, bemorea Reproack than thoſe im Temperals z 
and Mean not to be allowed to chooſe for themſelves 
their Method in obtaining a Manfion in another 
World,as well as fecuring a Poſſefſion inthis ? Their 
own Souls ties at ſtake,-which if they have any appre- 
henſions of, muſt needs oblige them to be fincere. 
But this ixiterpoſing in ether Mens M itters, and/be- 


ing over-Officiouw, I like not ; and they that" force | 


their own Inventions and Models of Worſhip . on 
other Men , unfer the ſpecious pretences of Righe 
and Truth, do ( I am afraid ) force # Traderather 


than Truth, which ſtands in need of no Coercion. 


And indeed there is ſuch a myfterious Trade driven 
in the Concerns of Religion, and ſo much Gain got- 
ten by ſome particular Methods,-that *tis no wonder 
Mea contended ſo earneſtly for them. 

And amongſt other hindrances of true Holineſs, 


and Chriſtian Aﬀection, and of the Eſtabliſhment of 


'Fruth and Peace among us , arethe D:gzzres, Ho- 
nours, and large Revenues of Spiritual Men : And 
I beg ſome Gentlemens Pardon it I think amiſs, when 
I fay I believe the Flames of Contentzon that are 
afoot, , and ſo much diſtarb Chriſtendom, would 
ceaſe and abate, were the Oily Subſtance of thezr far 
Benefices a little diminiſhed or taken away : And 
that a great many Men would not think it worth 
their while to contend fo about the znv;/ible things 
of another World, were there not a great deal to be 
gotten in this, But in order to a Concluſion : 

We may hope and wiſh Truth and Peace to flou- 
riſh inthe World, but wenever ſhall ſeeit, as long as 
Temporals are ſo mixt with Spirituals: There will 
never be a proſperons or bleſſed Itlue of ſuch an un- 
hallowed and unfanRified mixture. But when there 
is a Divorce put to the/e, and all Power ofthe Church 
be devolved on the State ;5 and the Men be choſen 
in another manner , and their Allowances fet'ed on. 
them by theState ; and when Learning is better ma- 
naged and reformed. For . the Poet faitt} but too 
true, % | 
Wiatftever ill the State imoades, © 
The Pulpit either forces or perſiades 3 
Others may bring the Fewel to the Fire, 

But they the Breath which makes the Flame aſpire. 


Ard that was but an unlucky ſort of Comment, which 


» - < 
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' thoſe Languages : For'tis the Learned 
Warriers, and manage #1 our Contentions ; they" 
would in a manner naturally Dizband, had they not 


Ne | 2 
_"foaſions in Religion' is eſtabliſhed, then the Eternal 

God will blefs. the World with Truth and Peace; 
» but 'tis only the 1aft, I mean Toleration, which -we 


« p 


ohe made of thoſe Words wrote over | ; 
Saviour by Pzlate, in Heb:ew, Creek Mr 4 'Thy 
he ſhould be perſeetited moſt 'by men kilfull m 


> 


ſuch Leaders, who have little elſe to do bat to-raife 
unneceflary Quarrets, and ſet the World together by 
the Ears. The other three parts of the Wo:1d have 
little Jeaſure, and leſs will and abilities to maintain 
them ; T fay when Learning is better managed, and 
perfect and unalterable Toleration of all Per- 


at preſent may expect, and that for the Reaſons afore- 
mentioned; as alſo for the unvaluable Benefits here- 
after we ſhall certainly reap thereby. - For in parti- 


cular, ; 


What can more contribute tothe Security, Proſpe= 


rity ani Fiouriſhing State of this Unbappy Nati- 


on, than by one Joint and Univerſal A,to Aboliſh 
all thoſe Grievances which haye ſolong difturbed our 
Peace ? I mean Penal Eamws and Tefts ; and at the 
fame time to Settle and- Eftabliſha',Greae Paczfich 
Charter, that Hell it ſelf, nor all the United Force 
of Malicious Men ſhall never be able to diſturb 2 
Whetein every one cannot fail to find their Account, 
Except thofe who a: e not” fit to be qunicted or con+ 
tented, becanſe they will not be ſatisfied with their 
proportion of Power, or good Livings, but. demend 
all. But leaving ſuch unreaſonable men to be ma- 
naged .into Compliance, by that Power, which L 
hope will do it efftectually, I promiſe my ſelf, that 
all the reſt will not betray ſo much WeakneG, 2s not 


to acquieſce in ſuch a Sovere:gn Expedient,, which. 


wilt certainly redound to the good. of the whole. 
For hereby every one will have his Religion ſecured 
to' him, by as good a Title as his Land ; every one 
will be ſecured from the Deſtructive and Fiery Zeal 
of his Violent Neighbour : And fince humanum. eſt. 
errare, and Miſtakes and Errors will be, as long;as 
there be men ; pF this Great Charter will- protect! 
all from the | of one anothers miſtakes ;'and wilt, 
put an end to mens ruining-and killing, ene another: 
for God's fake; will make the Lyon Ge down with 
the Eanib,; and ſilence the voice of Complaints in, 
our Streets 5 will check the Inſolence and Ill Na- 
ture of Peryerſe Men, of all fides.; and let: menj 
Worſhip their Maker fincerely and truly, and -pre+-; 
vent Hypocrifie ; wilt make His Majeſty's Govern-. 
ment eaſie,' and prevent Factions, Plots aud. Cons: 
ſpiracies againft it 3 will give Hitn leave toexert His . 
Royal-Vertues, and make as confiderable a Figure 
in Chriſtendom as any of His Anceſtors ; will take. 
| , away 
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men are the : 
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'ercion-and Reftraint, and leave them. inexcuſable if 
- . Furbulent and:/Uaquiet ; fo: that none dare endea- 
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may have-from Co- 


your to Patronize. them, or mitigate their Condign 


"Puniſhment : Wikl-lay : aſleep all Fears and Jealou- 


fies, and quiet the.Paſſions and Animoeſities of men, 
or-at leaſt make them Impotent and Uncapable of 
doing. Hurt.” And: in fine, that, by its Proviſions 
and Sanctions, will qualifie things ſo, that men'of all 
Perſwaſions ſhall have an equal Claim and Title to 
Religion, Property, atid theic Princes Favour :- and 
Benefit, Favour: or Preferment, ſhall be denied to 
any .man, 'on \the acconnt of his Perſwaſion ; bur 
rely on ſome Notorious Wicked Incapacity. And 
farther, by its Pacifick Nature will gradually effect, 
that the prefent odious malignity affixed to the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Names of Chriftians, ſhall be mortified 
and made innocent. ; and to go. under (everal diffe- 
rent Denominations, ſhall be no more a Reproach 
to them, than it is fqr Citizens to be free of ſeveral 
Companies:; or Country-wen to be called by the 
Name of. the. County-they were born in. But in 
anſwer to ſome Objections, F- 
-: 1f it be alledged,' That the Pajuſts ought not to 
have-the Benefit of Toleration,becauſe of their Wick- 
edneſs : To-this:I anſwer, The ſame Argument 
holds good againſt; any Side: or Party; for - they 
bare been: af wicked . by Toarns , when in Power, 
and have been pretty even one with another ; and 
ſo, think, fave the greateſt Reaſon ta agree : Be- 
fides, if we ſtay, and will admit of no Retigion ta. 
receivean Eftabliſhment, tili its Profeſſors haveclear- 
ed themſelves of all Real Crimes, or_pretended.ones; 
I-am afraid we ſhall have no Religion at all: For 
all-Sides have been really to Blame, and really Cri- 
_minal, tough every. Side endeavoor ta Extenuate 
their Guilt ; but being Parties, muſt not be Judges 


not make then. leſs guilty, thongh fone men think 
ſo;z-ahd by an. odd fort of Inference, they reckon to 
make another man a -Criminal,: is, to make them- 


their Diſcourſe is, To magnifie others Faults, and 
leſſentheir own. . And this humour is ſ@ Epidemical, 
I meet it alinoft every where ; and if they can prove, 


. ox make out any , way, - the Perſwaſion of another to 


be ab/urd or. 94d,” they-look npon themſelves to be 
yery good Chriſtians;. never conſidering bow eafie 
a-thing itis to-makeany. thing abſurd; por what dit. 
ferent ways of. Falſhogd there are ;-jn'ſome of which 
'tis ten to one, ; but they" themſelves may Tread, 

\, But-to-came to-a-mare ingenuous Confefdion, ard 


| as an Iodifferent Penuſon to. ſpezk . the, Truth, and 


| give all Sides their. due. 3 L pratet/1,cannot-in Cony 
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that no publick Emoluments,- no . Office, Intereft, - 


M. theie own Caſe. Their, denying their Faults, does 


ſelves Innocent. - And xhe principal thing urged in. 
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ſcience 'vindicate any Parties proceedings. The P- 
?sſts have Faults enongh, and the World is {nquiſfi- 
tive to find out more; (rot to mention the mifrepre- - 
ſentations and foul charges, which is inſepatabie to 
diſputing Parties: ) Nor are'the Proteſtant” D f[2n- 
ters innocent, but in m iy things muſt acknowledge' 
they have fadly milcairied ; eſpecially in thoſe late 
unh-ppy treubies, in the Retgn of King Charles L 
Much leſs is the Church of England to be excafed, 
who by their Severities and Preffures of Government, 
gave but too great provoecations to both ; and- their 
Furious Driving like F2bu, is the principal Cauſe of 
moſt of cur Tronbles.” : They were the occafion of 
the Scors Rebelling, ' Arch-Biſhop Laud 'impuſing 
the Common-Prayer upon them, (contrary to the 
Conſtitution of their Nation) and of the Eng/i/h for- 
mer and late Rebetiions, by laying ſuch Loads on 
Diſſenters, trhich they mould not help to bear. with 
the leaſt of their Fingers; but moſt ef all to blame 
by eſtabliſhing Iniquity by Law; and after ſo much 
miſchief done thereby, yet vindicare the fame Law-' 
fill, and by Conſequence thei Wicked Proceedings. 
In Calm Fits and Sober Hours, they confeſs -their 
ſormer ill Treatment by Di/ſenters has made them 
over-aCt themſelves of Late. And why will. not 
they allow this to be a good Plea in the Mouths of 
athers, who over-aCted themſelves too in their /zze and 
former Qutrages ; reſenting- too deeply and unchri-: 
ſtianly their Ill Uſage 'and Oppreflion? Tyranny - 
and OQpprefſion is. the Original and Source of moit 
violent Outrages; and when-everthe Banksare pull'd 
down,the Currentruns with the greateſt Impetuoſiry. 
'Tis well known the Papr#s have bad but miſera»: 
ble Treatment in England, ever fince the Reforma- 
tion, but eſpecially fince Queen Mary's time ; and. 
'tis known as: well-that the P:/ſenters have had little 
better : And no wonder therefore that they have plot-. 
ted and been troublefome tothemtinat have kept them 
under : and the Church of Eng/andtoo, when undee. 
Hatches by the D:ſſenters , were Plotters to bring 
them(e]ves (though they called it the King) in again : 
Indeed they have not had 4a many Temprariong as 0-: 
thers;tor fince the Reformation they have been moſtly 
Regent, and in _the.Suvſhine : I ſhall not fuuther 
object again{t rem: what their Enemies have obje- 
cted ; but ſay they bezin to-ſhew themſelves Mer, 
and exactly like other Men too, they grow angry and 
diſcontented ; ſometimes Threatens ſometynes Flat-: 
ter, then Reflect, ſtart-Jealouſies, and raiſe Byg-. 
bears. z ang.uſe all the little. Shifts and Artifices which! 
their reputed /Enem es, in much» worſe Circumttin: 
ces, formerly uſed ; and then were objected to then 
as. Crimes, . Sa. thit-in Corelufion, after z1t thetfgife* 
and talk of Loyalty,, and. good; Principles, by every 
Party, 1 find hone & putts but. when'they? - 
; x | are 
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*re pleaſed (which they ſay the Devil is) and" none. 


| > mach worſe thananother, 
- voted. I 
” Buthere, I know, will come in an Objection, and 
that is, Tac the Paprſts by their Principles are ſo 
fer from thinking zr a fin to deftroy therr Innocent 
* Ne:g/ bwurs, (mh:ch are Heret'cks, as they call them) 
that they think 1t-marter of Mer:t'ard Duty ſ0 to doe 
Here is an Objection with a Witnets. 


but when they are are pro- 


— Puder hec epprobrianoby, 
Et dic potuiſſe, 09 non porurſſe refells. 


If this could be prov'd, (which I never yet ſaw) and 
if they ciear not themſelves '.from this, and give the 
World fatisf:&tion; I am ( far from exteuuating 
\ fuch a wicked Principle, that I think what Oppoſition 
their Aaver/aries have already, or hereafter may 
make againft them, is all but roo [reele 5 and Ithink 
itmy Duty, and ought to be the Duty of every Ho- 
ew Man, to extirpate ſuch a Raceof Men- from the 
face of the Earth 3 and to refpe&t them as: a ſort of 
wild Beaſts, that would devcur and Prey upon Man- 
kizd. God furbid I ſhould argue fot ſuch a fort of 
Men. What I argue for, is- only for an Indulgence 
ct Thought in things of aa indifferent Nature , and- 
Principles which terminate in Speculation , ayd pro- 


Guce no 4icked 4tton. - And I bere declare again, - 


25 at firſt, That ts an unreaſonable thing , that any 


ſort cf Men , under what Denomination fſoever, 


ſhould have the b-ncfir of any Government, much. 
lefs be admitted as a Mewber , or Adminiftrator in 
it, un.<ls he do his endeavour to Encourage and Pro- 
reft it, and give Security for his quiet and peaceable 
Living nncer it. 

But then as our Saviour commended the Vnju? 
Steward, fo I cannot but cemmend all our Parties, 
and muft needs ſav They do mrjcly in their Generati- 
02, abating their H.nefty and Integrity. For to be- 
gin with the Chuich of Ergland; Her Sons Act as 
P. udently asc:n be imagined ;” for they have got all 
mtothe'r own hands, all the Spiritual Preferments in 
the Nation 5 if any of them ſhould turn Paprſts, that 
ts inaCreſs, for they have got all alieady ; and the 
Papſts have nothing to give them : They know, that 
- If eitherthey move 10 the Right Hand, or the Left, 
" they ſhall be L:ſered, fince they are craving needy 
People on: both $'des them : Therefore therr Intereſt 
corfifts in being obſtirate, and ſtanding out againſt 
the Kings Dem2nds :. Thiey/ may be made leſs; but 
cannot be inade” greater : ''T herefore- by all means 
yeſlib'e: they endeavour: to keep thoſe under that 
would come im Snacks' with them ; 2}foon the ſcore 
of their Abuſe, for they are Conſcious of the- Injury 
they have done; and areaſvaid of Retaliation. .' 
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Wealth and Power; ſo on the ather hand the''Bn-- 


c 
= 


deavours of others muſt not be- blainted! in” getting: 


- what they can + And, who! in\'Confecirenee or Equity: 
can accu/e them, who being Poor, iidigent, and! 
ready to be Starved; do endeavour: to! 
Wants: ,” and cowe in” Partners: with the Pofſeffors Þ 
*'Tis-natural for every Man that has been-Opprefſed; 
te rid hiaſelf of his Yoke, and endeavour to fecure+ 
himſelf for the future; and that Man deſeryes:to be 
hang'd, who ſtanding condemn'd. by an unjuft Law; 
and gets a Reprieve, will not endeavour'to get” ſo- 


unjuft a Law to be Repealed. But then the Injuſtice- 


ofthe firſt, or the irregularity cf the Methods-of the: 
Laſt, I cannot conſent to commend. And it gtieves! 
ine to. conſider, how \Rehgion is wade a+ Stalkings 
Horle ; and is taken up fora Preter ce and: Cloak to: 
cover Mens baſe Defigns-; and indeed as: far as ever 
E could obſerve, two thirds of that: which Men: call. 
by that vencrable Name; is nothing elſe but. a Trick: 
toget Money. And-the Holy Scriptares are-hke! 
Original Decds; by which any! Man «that: has bat a 
little more Wit than Honefty ,, may lay: claim to aw: 
Ecclefi.ftical Poſſeſſion. - | [db 

Bur leaſt I ſhowld | be thought to ſpeak /irreverent- 
ly of thoſe Holy Books; I acknowledge, That if a 


man be ſincere and honeſt; and look for Truth as iS | 


ie 'had a mind to findit 5 and have no "other«ends 


in his Search, but to pleaſe his Maker and' (afF&his. 
Soul ; he-may-eafily find enough to. make him both. 


happy here and hereafter. Bnt as far as-I can fee, 
men ſeem to underftand moſt of the Scriptures 
backward. For whereas the Prophet ſaith, He harh 
ſhewed thee, O Man, what th: Lord requireth of 
thee, to do Fiiftice, and love Mercy, and to 'walk 
Humb!y with thy God. And the Apoſtle tells them, 


That True Religion beftre God and the Father, con-. 
fiſts in viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widews in thenr .. 


Aﬀiition, and to keep themſelves unſpetted from the 
World; alſo another, That they ſhould follow Peace 
with all men, and Hoiineſs, without which 16 man 
ſhall fee the Lord : By their ACtions and Living; 
they ſeem to undeiſtand them clear contrary ; as-if it 
had been ſaid ' thus, H» \bath-fſherwed thee, O man; 
what the Lord requtreth of thee, to do Tnjuſtice, to 
love Perſccntion, and to walk at -Enmnty and” Defs- 


ance with thy 'God, True Religion beſore Godand-F 


the Father is this, To 'neg/ctt 4he Fath erleſs, and afs 
flit the Widews, and to confirm themſelves to the 
Faſhions of the” Werltl; - andi flew Contention and 


Strife with all” men, without” whrth'nb' man ſhultigo | 


10 Heaven.' Truely men's ACtions ſeems to fayour 
this -}ztterInterpretation,- rather than+tbe former. 


And many eres og pode] Scripture I could gnote, / 


and Peace, -and mutual Cons 


which/exhort-10- 
$ | deſcen= 
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geſcention, which men. do not, or will _—_ Contentions ;, I (ay, ſince theſe things are im- 
underſtand ; and 'tis-a deplorable thing to conUrer * poſſible ro be done, ( Salva veritate, and al-' 


hav partzral they are in underſtanding the Scrip- : : | 
Sl Some Texts are great Favourites, when lowing Liberty of Fudgmens) the Attempt is 


L they ſeem to countenance their Intereſt or Defigns'; Vain and Fooliſh, atid not to be proſecuted l 
i Y and others that. will not.Voce for them, are Cca- bux by Fools or Mad Men, And ſince it is © 
) | fuier'd, and a-bundzed Objections . raiſed againſt ſo, rhe next rhing which naturally comes un- - | 
. them. That 'of Conrend earneſtly for the Fazth ye, Conſideration is, How to make all things 


d . p | 4 

| once delivered to the Saints, I warrant you at thy - : 
"Ui . as 1 F 

* | rime oth Day is a precious one; for here peeviſh nnacent and Eaſie, and Suitable to Go 
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Nature is gratified,and here if I havea mind to keep %er7ment 4s" poſſible, All mhich thinos His 
any thing thatis dear to me, I have a Cover for my Gracius Majeſty having duly Weighted and 
Diſk ;. fark calliog np = oat 0, PAllloy: _ Conſidered; cut of Great E xperienc e, Deep 
mour, Prejudice, Intereſt; &c. by the - Venerable | : ; 
E | Name of True Faith; and then-I have a Commil- Vers ws _ nin vic Compoſer + gr 
fieq to- contend earneſtly. for it. Contend earneſtly 1s miſerable contending Subjitts, bath found 


with us for -our Livings and. Benefices, once delyve- ou: and pitched tpon the only Expeazent $2 Or - 
w. by the Laws, would not look well; But Con- azr thereto, 1 mean aGreat Pacifick Char- 
tend. earneſtly for the Fasth, that's plauſible Ks "ter, which though it cannot ſubdue mens It | 
goes down glib... I will readily allow the Objection a. 14 Will, yer will pat it out of the 


| 

z which I ſee is ready to come upon me, that is, That +. { 

F men are obliged in Conſcience to contend for the Power of any one Contending Party to kurt 4- 
by 


| Faith, or. that which they think to be trut ;" yet mother. *Tu ths Inſtrument ' and only this, 
this Contentzion ought not to proceed further than to cd with God?s Bl:e ſig ) can make ons .miſer as - 
Edification; and if any other Methods be uſed be- 'tJe Contending Nation Happy.: And be either- 


. figdes - calm Reaſoning and Argument, that deftroy , E'y 
|. - Charity, an difference is better than ſuch Conten- ves not truly underſtand his Intereſt, or « 


tioh. And when men exhort their Auditory to Cow» 79 174e Engliſh-Man, who doth not heartily - 
fentions; however innocent their Meaning and In- deſire it, andby all honeſt means endeavour to - 
tentions may be, yer their D.ſcretion mult be bla- promote it... Ard 1 doubt not, manere all the - 
med,- and they wil never be able to clear theme Oppoſition ' of Intereſted and Unreaſonable 


ſelves of publick Cenſure, if they do not qualifie their | Ry : : 
Diſcourſe with all the Limitations and Reſtrictions Mn, but that His Aajefty will duly Eft 
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imaginable ; for men are too aptto Conrend without. #+ - The Almighty, all Good and Wiſe God, 
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* Exhoctation. who put it in bis Heart, no doubt but will aſ-' 
| fiſt him mm it 5 and if ſo, Gamaliels Advice - | 
z pertinent -in the Caſe, To itrive againſt - ? 
: But to Conclude the Almighty, will be co no parpoſe 3 They . 
| | wy bat in vain promiſe themſelves ſucceſs, againſt. 
*JNCE in ſo many Apes, no Humane the King of Heaven and Earth. Ut ſeems to- ,", 
Art or Induſtry, nor all the Powers on #e an Honour and a Bleſſing reſerved by Hea-" 
+ Earth together, by either Force or Stratagem, Ven on purpoſe for him, and is an Action and © 


0 neither hitherto have found, nor. hereafter Per for mance truly. worthy of ſo Fudicions, fo 
i» | car poſſibly find an Expedient, or make it poſ= TF#5t,& ſo Colragions a Prince,and will raiſe - 
d-1 ſible, amidſt ſo many various and all incom- {Him a Name, and a Monument, not tobe De-+. | 
* petent Mediums, That all men ſhould be of faced by the Spight of Time, or _Succeſſion, , © 
4 | ne Mind, or that they ſhould not Diſagree, of Ages. — | 
o || not be Decezved,'or not have Diſſerences and . FINES} 
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